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he aftermarket off-road community has
found itself unknowingly sleeping dur-
ing the calm before the Fabtech storm.

Brent Riley, president of the renowned suspen.
sion fabricator Fabtech, from Ching, Califarnia,

has been deep in concentration while prepar-

ing Fabtech and Ford’s concept hauler for its
public debut. The project truck, which has
been affectionately named the ‘Power Storm,’
has been granted the Ford Design Award, and
has been a whirlwind in the making-once the
rendering and design process was finalized.
In & brief throe-month pericd, Riley and crew
were able to transform the already super-sized
F-Series into an eye of a hype hurricane,
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The Power Storm first touched down at the '07 SEMA gala
Since then, countless so-called ‘big' trucks have succumbed in
the wake of the aftermath. Riley is no stranger to building func-
tional yet fantastic off-road machines, boasting both show and
traffic-stopping appeal. For nearly 20 years, Riley has been rep-
resenting Fabtech components and the possibilities they offer
to those whe are driving trucks, SUVs, or playing with deranged
dirt mobiles. One glance at the Power Storm and it is evident
that new heights can be reached when trusting the ingenuity of
the boys of blue.

Serving as the president of one of the market’s leading sup-
pliers of suspension products, Riley finds it of the utmost impor-
tance to get his own hands dirty while prepping parts for new
applications. Riley has been involved in many projects, which
have included vehicles ranging frem 4WD and 2WD trucks to
dune-demelishing side-by-sides. Mone seém to have reached
the apex of consumer interest quite like the Power Storm

Ancl what's not to like? This ‘roided-out rig boasts an impressive
10-inch over stock lift, featuring a custom four-link suspension, and
none other than Fabtech Dirt Logic 4.0 coilovers at each comer.
To keep the truck rolling, a set of custom American Force rollers
was selected to set the truck apart

up, while the rear setup is just a bit different. The American
Force wheels have been downsized in width to a 22x8-inch varia-
tion. Well, there had to be enough roam for the rolling foursome,
but mare on that in bit. As for the tire selection, Riley opted for
Toyo Open Country M/T 40/15.50R22 tires to wrap around the
sin wheals.

That's right, you are locking at an original Fabtech dualie con-
version, If that wasn't blatantly apparent, take a closer look. What
you are witnessing is a custom Dana 5-110 rear axle fitted 10 the
frame, which has been narrowed 18 inches to comply with Riley
and Co.'s need to feed the rear drivetrain—with an extra halping
af chrome and rubber. Fabtech handled all the necessary labor
and aggravation that went along with the custom framework, but
the end result completely makes up for the hours upon howrs
spent on the fabrication. Don't feel too bad for them yet, because
that is the type of relentless research and execution that has
earned them a spot under the limelight. The 6.4L Power Stroke
turbodiesel Ford powerplant keeps Fabtech's menster machine
running fast and vicious with a little help from Foote Axles and
Power Train Industries, as they installed the 4.88 ratio Precision
Gear ring and pinion. Riley certainly wasn't playing games when
tha time came to give people
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There was also a lot of attention paid to
the Powear Storm’s energizing exterior, as
wiell. The obvious attention grabber is the
truck’s House of Kolor paint scheme and
graphics that Haynie Design and Lathrop
Designs exquisitely coverad the F-350 with,
Tha lightning bolts seem to jump right off the
truck’s surface and represent the true exhila-
ration that has surrounded the Power Storm
since its electrifying debut. Precision Grilles
has hooked up the front of the Ford with a bit

" L BLE of billet-a must for any big or small custom

BET THOSE LEAVE ONE HECK OF A FOOTPRINT B | oo oot
= o = . = ! b ' ‘ A, [ truck, a Sir Michael's roll pan provides a clean,

E uncluttered appesrance-bumpers are so
everrated any Competition Enginecring
was brought into the project to construct
specialty whealtubs to preperly accommo-
date the suspension and wheal/tire combo.
The exact dimensions of the tubs measure
A0 20x 23. 25inches; more than enough reom
to house all the Fabtech, American Force, and
Toyo Tire goodies. Fabtech custom ‘fabbed a
pair of stainless steel exhaust stacks that exit
through the bed and dump rearward, Two
one-off billet air extractors alse grab atten-
tion and gulps of fresh, cool flowing air. Riley
didn't go over the top when designing the
cosmetic modifications for the Power Storm,
because the truck's presence certainly speaks
for itself. No need to add any additional force

anto a categary 5 hurricana, now is there?
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